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Mav 3 ,  2003 

Federal  Communications Commission I 
445  1 2 t h  Street S W  
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Commissioner Adelstein:  

W e  o b j e c t  t o  t h e  l a c k  of p u b l i c  i n p u t  on t h e  proposed v o t e  a t  your  J u n e  2 ,  
2003,  meeting of t h e  F C C  t o  re lax  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on c o n s o l i d a t i o n  of media 
ownership. N o t  o n l y  have there been i n s u f f i c i e n t  p u b l i c  hear ings  on t h e s e  
unspecif ied proposals,  as reported i n  t h e  press ,  bu t  t h e  whole movement toward 
deregula t ion  of broadcast TV is abhorrent t o  m e  and my w i f e .  

Over our l i f e t i m e s ,  we have seen t h e  time al lo tments  for commercials per hour 
t r i p l e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  p u b l i c  used t o  have some power over  a r a d i o  and/or  
Tv s t a t i o n  by e x e r c i s i n g  its r i g h t s  t o  comment when its license r e n e w a l  came 
up. S t a t i o n s  had t o  meet a minimum of hours devoted t o  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t ,  
and a license could be denied i f  a station was found wanting i n  i ts  ch i ld ren ' s  
programming, t i m e  devoted t o  p u b l i c  i s s u e s ,  etc. Laws had some t e e t h  i n  
them, and seemed to  be enforced. Equal t i m e  for both sides w a s  r equ i r ed  when 
elections r o l l e d  a round.  I f  one  p a r t y  or c a n d i d a t e  was g i v e n  a c c e s s  t o  
l i s t e n e r s  or viewers, t h e  oppos i t i on  had t o  be g iven  e q u a l  access. S t a t i o n  
ownership was  restricted, so t h a t  d i v e r s e  views and p o l i t i c a l  opinion could be 
encouraged.  The premise was t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  a i r w a v e s  were owned by t h e  
publ ic ,  NOT corporate e n t i t i e s .  The FCC w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  and run t o  guarantee  
t h a t  t h e  publ ic  i n t e r e s t  was se rved  w h i l e  s t i l l  a l lowing  p r i v a t e  c o n t r o l  of 
programming, so d i v e r s e  v iewpoin ts  could  be expressed  from which  t h e  p u b l i c  
could then  f o r m  i t s  o p i n i o n s .  W e  commercialized t h e  publ ic  a i rwaves ,  b u t  
required some minimum standards t o  restrict exp lo i t a t ion  of publ ic  property.  

The conso l ida t ion  of ownership i n  r e c e n t  years ,  allowed by Congress, t h e  FCC 
and t h e  cour t s  i s  detrimental t o  democracy. W e  t h e  p u b l i c  are inundated w i t h  
ever  longer ,  louder ,  and more i n t r u s i v e  commercials. Programming comes f rom 
an  e v e r  d e c l i n i n g  number of sources, most of which  are  c o n t r o l l e d  by a very  
r e s t r i c t e d  number of co rpora t e  producers and/or opinion shapers .  Where is a 
d i v e r s i t y  of views t o  come from i f  these t r e n d s  con t inue?  C a b l e  does n o t  
p rov ide  f d r  d i v e r s i t y .  There may be 20 c a b l e  c h a n n e l s  w i t h  d i f f e r i n g  
ident i t ies ,  b u t  they a l l  have t h e  same source,  a s i n g l e  co rpora t e  e n t i t y  w i t h  
a single minded viewpoint or theme. The FCC must draw t h e  l i n e  against t h i s  
t r end  toward monopoly i n  t h e  media and airwaves. 

For i n s t a n c e ,  if a s i n g l e  c o r p o r a t i o n  owns  two b r o a d c a s t  s t a t i o n s  and a 
newspaper i n  a s i n g l e  c i t y ,  three news o u t l e t s  may appear t o  be func t ioning ,  
b u t  i n  r e a l i t y ,  on ly  one management is determining wha t  stories are aired or 
p r in t ed ,  and one management i s  e x e r c i s i n g  i t s  e d i t o r i a l  judgment. There are  
t h r e e  e n t i t i e s ,  b u t  on ly  one viewpoint ,  perhaps even o n l y  one c o n s o l i d a t e d  
news g a t h e r i n g  and ed i to r i a l  s t a f f  being used.  The p u b l i c  i s  n o t  b e i n g  
a d e q u a t e l y  s e r v e d .  And if t h e  o t h e r  s t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  c i t y  a r e  e q u a l l y  
c o n s o l i d a t e d  by c o r p o r a t i o n s  w i t h  views similar t o  t h e  f i r s t  example, t h e  
p u b l i c  o n l y  receives a s i n g l e  message, e r r o n e o u s l y  imply ing  t h a t  o n l y  one 
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v i e w p o i n t  e x i s t s  on q u e s t i o n s  of p o l i t i c a l ,  economic ,  or s o c i a l  i m p o r t a n c e .  
T h i s  is not  democracy. Rather ,  it l e a n s  toward t o t a l i t a r i a n  t h o u g h t  c o n t r o l .  
Its closest p a r a l l e l  would be B e n i t o  X u s s o l i n i ' s  p i o n e e r i n g  u s e  of government  
p o l i c y  f o r  c o r p o r a t e  i n t e r e s t s  i n  I t a l y  d u r i n g  t h e  1920's, otherwise known as 
Fascism, la ter  cop ied  by Eitler, w i t h  Joseph  Goebbels  monopolizing a l l  s o u r c e s  
o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  newspaper, r a d i o ,  etc. T h i s  became known a s  propaganda. 

W e  b o t h  demand a n d  p l e a d  t h a t  t h e  FCC e n c o u r a g e  d i v e r s i t y ,  n o t  restrict it. 
The FCC must f u l f i l l  its mission t o  act i n  t h e  P U m I C  i n t e r e s t ,  n o t  t a k e  away 
t h e  p u b l i c  a i rwaves  and hand them o v e r  t o  a f e w  c o r p o r a t i o n s  who can spend t h e  
most on l o b b y i n g  i n  Washington1 Save our public a i r w a v e s  for t h e  p u b l i c ,  n o t  
p r i v a t e  i n t e r e s t s !  

Thank you for your service and c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  above comments. 

Roder ick  E. B r i g g a  ' 

roderickbCadelphia .net 
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The Honorable Micheal K. Powell 

Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 

Commissioner MAY :. ; , , 

445 12” street, sw DistributrL.. ~ _ I  ..ut 

May 14,2003 

Dear Commissioner Powell, 

From my position on the “playing field”, it often appears that my part of the real estate is 
perched on a hillside of magnificent proportions. Never the less, the referees (whoever 
they may be) take this into account and at the very least chisel some steps into the grade 
and give me just enough purchase to continue the game. You are one such “referee” of 
considerable power, and I ask that you look carefully at the broadcast ownership rules 
and not relax them; not even one step at a time. 

While communication media loudly self-proclaim rectitude, righteousness and integrity, 
for them it is an effortless exercise in “spin” distribution on a world stage. For me to cut 
through it all alone, the effort would be prodigious and exhausting with little or even no 
effect as close in as my own local surroundings. 

As media units enlarge, fewer remain. In parallel, broadcast viewpoints also dwindle 
leaving all of us a narrower and stunted set of data with which to acquire an effective 
viewpoint of our own. 

In my opinion, this individual viewpoint is the all-important underlying basis for the 
success of our free nation. 

I think that it deserves to be preserved. I hope you do to. 

YOU can do this. 
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112 W.C. Owens Avenue 
Clewiston, FL 33440 
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May 14,2003 

The Honorable Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12' Street, S w  
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Mr. Copps: Di&ibulloii LWW 

I urge you 
monopolies. 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near-total control 
of radio and television news and information in communities across our nation. And many of the 
corporations that are ow lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules already have aknown track 
record in attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the air. 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important issues. Therefore, 
for the sake of our democracy and or freedom, I urge yon to continue the broadcast ownership 
protections that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy political debate in our country. 

to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens from media 

Sincerely, / #42! obert L. Vaughn, Esq. 



I urge you to vote in the peop 
in the communication indus 
are already owned by too few people and we no longer get unbiased 
information. 

I would also l i e  to see equal access for both sides of a situation, 
especially for candidates in an election. It is not fair to deny third 
party candidates a chance to present their ideas. 

The first article of the BILL OF RIGHTS guarantees a free press, 
but when only a few people control the media, the people are no 
longer protected. 

Sincerly 

909 N 14th St. 
Estherville, Iowa 5 1334 
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May 13.2003 

Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy 
Federal Communications Commission 

W-ashington. DC 20554 

Dear Ms. '4bernathp: 

The peopie of the United States are best served when they are kept 
accuratcly and fully informcd and whcn thcy arc cxposcd to diffcring points 
of view. The trend toward c.oncentration of the news and infermation media 
into fewer and fewer hands is inimicai those needs. The phiiosophicai 
diEC;reiices between inedia conglomerates is apt to be iiiiiiinial and reflective 
of their common, self-sening interests and biases. This trend must not be 
continued. 'l'he way to preserve media diversity is to prevent media 
monopoly. 

Please do nnt support this trend by further relaxing the present ownership 
ruies. 

11 5 12" Streeti sw 
j ~ 3 1 ' l ~ ~ r  

MAY 2 3 200:. 

Distributlor\ f.&rtW>f 

Sincerely yours. 

z4d 2..+ 

$fkjd12 9%. ,??E& 

Robert N. Mann 

Ethel M. Mann 
2450 Catalpa Way 
Sanbruno. CA 
94066 



Dear Mr. Copps: 

I urge you to vote in the people 
in the communication industry(radi0, TV, news publications). They 
are already owned by too few people and we no longer get unbiased 
information. 

I would also l i e  to see equal access for both sides of a situation, 
especially for candidates in an election. It is not fair to deny third 
party candidates a chance to present their ideas. 

The first article of the BILL OF RIGHTS guarantees a free press, 
but when only a few people control the media, the people are no 
longer protected. 

Sincerly 

J- 
Gilbert Amdahl 
909 N 14th St. 
Estherville, Iowa 5 1334 
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I urge you to vote in the pe the monopoly 
in the communication indus They 

Dear Mr. Powell: 

are already owned by too few people and we no longer get unbiased 
information. 

I would also like to see equal access for both sides of a situation, 
especially for candidates in an election. It is not fair to deny third 
party candidates a chance to present their ideas. 

The first article of the BILL OF RIGHTS guarantees a free press, 
but when only a few people control the media, the people are no 
longer protected. 

Sincerly 

" 
Gilbert Amdahl 
909 N 14th St. 
Estherville, Iowa 5 1334 
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1 MAY 2 0 2003 1 Dear Mr. Adelstein: 

I urge you to vote 
in the communicat 
are already owned by too few people and we no longer get unbiased 
information. 

stopping the monopoly 
ews publications). They 

I would also like to see equal access for both sides o fa  situation, 
especially for candidates in an election. It is not fair to deny third 
party candidates a chance to present their ideas. 

The first article of the BILL OF RIGHTS guarantees a free press, 
but when only a few people control the media, the people are no 
longer protected. 

Sincerly 

-Gilbert A&dahl 
909 N 14th St. 
Estherville, Iowa 5 1334 



I FCC-MAILROOM I Dear Ms.Abemathy: 

I urge you to vote in the peoples interest in stopping the monopoly 
in the communication industry(radi0, TV, news publications). They 
are already owned by too few people and we no longer get unbiased 
information. 

I would also l i e  to see equal access for both sides of a situation, 
especially for candidates in an election. It is not fair to deny third 
party candidates a chance to present their ideas. 

The fxst article of the BILL OF RIGHTS guarantees a flee press, 
but when only a few people control the media, the people are no 
longer protected. 

Sincerly 

909 N 14th St. 
Estherville, Iowa 5 1334 
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Clewiston, FL 33440 

(239) 936-9393 530 Main Street (863) 902-921 1 
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May 14,2003 

The Honorable Jonathan S. Adelstein 
Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Street, SW * '  

Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Mr. Adelstein: olstritwtion GenW 

,,*~VtrnM 

MAY 2 I 2003 

I urge you 
monopolies. 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near-total control 
of radio and television news and information in communities across our nation. And many of the 
corporations that are ow lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules already have a h o w n  track 
record in attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the air. 

The Amencan people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important issues. Therefore, 
for the sake of our democracy and or freedom, I urge you to continue the broadcast ownership 
protections that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy political debate in our country. 

Sincerely, 

to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens from media 



Bob Lake 
PO Box 309 

121 No. Cleveland St. 
Poynette, Wi. 53955 I MAY 2 0 2003 
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The Honorable Kathleen 0. Abernathy 
Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission i, ,,'~ 

445 12' Street, sw 
Washington, DC 20554 
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s; L 7003  

May 14,2003 

Dear Commissioner Abemathy, 

From my position on the "playing field", it often appears that my part of the real estate is 
perched on a hillside of magnificent proportions. Never the less, the referees (whoever 
they may be) take this into account and at the very least chisel some steps into the grade 
and give me just enough purchase to continue the game. You are one such "referee" of 
considerable power, and I ask that you look carefully at the broadcast ownership rules 
and not relax them; not even one step at a time. 

While communication media loudly self-proclaim rectitude, righteousness and integrity, 
for them it is an effortless exercise in "spin" distribution on a world stage. For me to cut 
through it all alone, the effort would be prodigious and exhausting with little or even no 
effect as close in as my own local surroundings. 

As media units enlarge, fewer remain. In parallel, broadcast viewpoints also dwindle 
leaving all of us a narrower and stunted set of data with which to acquire an effective 
viewpoint of our own. 

In my opinion, this individual viewpoint is the all-important underlying basis for the 
success of our free nation. 

I think that it deserves to be preserved. I hope you do to. 

YOU can do this. 

Thank You. 

Bob Lake 



David StMartin 
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fvlAY 2 1 2003 
The  Honorable Kathleen Abernathy, Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 Disrrrruunon Center 

The Honorable Kathleen Abernathy, Commissioner: 

I am writing to urge you NOT to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens 
and the first amendment from media monopolies. 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near total control 
over radio and television news along with information in our local communities. Many corporations 
that are currently lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules have proven track records of 
keeping opposing views offthe air while providing only their biased views. 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on all  issues. Therefore, for 
democracy and our freedom, I am urging you to continue broadcast ownership protections that have 
helped, so far, to ensure at least a minimal health debate in our country. 

Sincerely, 

David %.Martin 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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David St.Martin 
May 12,2003 

The  Honorable Kevin Martin, Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

‘:rlnfirmed 

2 1 2003 

Distribution Center 
The Honorable Kevin Martin, Commissioner: 

I am writing to urge you NOT to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens 
and the first amendment from media monopolies. 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near total control 
over radio and television news along with information in our local communities. Many corporations 
that are currently lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules have proven track records of 
keeping opposing views off the air while providing only their biased views. 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on all issues. Therefore, for 
democracy and our freedom, I am urging you to continue broadcast ownership protections that have 
helped, so far, to ensure at least a minimal health debate in our country. 

David St.Martin 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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The Honorable Kevin J. Martin 
Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12” Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Mr. Martin, 

MAY 2 0 2003 

C;onfr rmed 

MAY 2 1 2003 

Distribution Center 

I urge you NOT t o  relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates t o  gain a 
citizens from media monopolies. 

near-total control of radio and television news and information in communities across our 
nation. And many of the corporations that are now lobbying the FCC t o  relax these 
ownership rules already have a known track record in attempting t o  keep opposing 
viewpoints off the air. 

issues. Therefore, for the sake of our democracy and our freedom, I urge you t o  continue 
the broadcast ownership protections that, for decades, have helped t o  ensure a healthy 
political debate in our country. 

Sincerely, 

The American people deserve t o  hear more than one point o f  view on important --- 
Robert ?%oyer 
PO Box 393 
Blue River, OR 97413-9998 
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The Honorable Kathleen Q. Abernathy 
Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12" Street. S w  
Washington, DC 20554 
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dAy 3 \ 2003 
Dear Ms. Abernathy, 

I urge you NOT t o  relax the broadcast ownership rules that  protect American 

These proposed changes would pave the way f o r  giant media conglomerates t o  gain a 
citizens from media monopolies. 

near-total cantrol of radio and television news and information in communities across our 
nation. And many o f  the corporations that are now lobbying the FCC t o  relax these 
ownership rules qlready have a known track record in attempting t o  keep opposing 
viewpoints of f  the air. 

issues. Therefore, fo r  the sake of our democracy and our freedom, I urge you t o  continue 
the broadcast ownership protections that, fo r  decades, have helped t o  ensure a healthy 
political debate in our country. 

Sincerely, 

The American people deserve t o  hear more than one point o f  view on important 

-K!,?==l- 
Robert I. Boyer 
PO Box 393 
Blue River, OR 97413-9998 
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The Honorable Jonathan 5. Adelstein 
Commissioner 

445 12" Street, sw 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Mr. Adelstein, 

Federal Communications Commission CsnfirveO 
MAY 2 i 2003 
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rFCC - MALROOM 1 
I urge you NOT t o  relax the broadcast ownerdhip rules that  protect American 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates t o  gain a 
citizens from media monopolies. 

near-total control o f  radio and television news and information in communities across our 
nation. And many o f  the corporations that are now lobbying the FCC t o  relax these 
ownership rules already have a known track record in attempting t o  keep opposing 
viewpoints o f f  the air. 

issues. Therefore, fo r  the sake o f  our democracy and our freedom, I urge you t o  continue 
the broadcast ownership protections that, fo r  decades, have helped t o  ensure a healthy 
political debate in our country. 

The American people deserve t o  hear more thon one point o f  view on important 

Sincerely 

Robe& I. Boyer 
PO Box 393 
Blue River, OR 97413-9998 
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I FCC - MAKROOM 1 The Honorable Michael K. Powell 

Commissioner 
Federal Communications Cammlssion 
445 12” Street, sw 
Washington, DC 20554 DIsl(Iuulw Center 

Dear Mr. Powell, 

I urge you K T  t o  relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American 

These proposed changes would pave the way fo r  giant media conglomerates t o  gain a 
citizens from media monopolies. 

near-total control o f  radio and television news and information in communities across our 
nation. And many o f  the corporations that are now lobbying the FCC t o  relax these 
ownership rules already have a known track record in attempting t o  keep opposing 
viewpoints o f f  the air. 

issues. Therefore, fo r  the sake o f  our democracy and our freedom, I urge you t o  continue 
the broadcast ownership protections that, fo r  decades, have helped t o  ensure a healthy 
political debate in our country. 

Sincerely, 

The American people deserve t o  hear more than one point of view on important 

kb3J+- 
Robert I. Boyer 
PO Box 393 
Blue River, OR 97413-9998 
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Michael K. Powell 
Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Chairman Powell 

I am writing you concerning proposed changes to the broadcast ownership rules. I would like 

you to know how myself and others like me are alarmed at the notion that broadcast media may 

become monopolized by a few huge media outlets. This great nation was founded upon the 

principle of a free press. Local newspapers inspired colonial minutemen to take up arms in a 

revolt against a powerid and oppressive government. If the crown had controlled all newspaper 

outlets, the common colonists would have likely stayed home. 

The present state of our largest broadcast media outlets has given rise to a slanted bias in 

favor of more liberal ideals. While these ideals may satisfy the sensibilities of large metropolitan 

areas, they fly in the face of a more conservative rural citizerxy. It is difficult enough to find a 

fair and balanced approach to current affairs. If the large conglomerates control huge blocks of 

the broadcast media, then it is likely that they will exert their dominance by providing only the 

news they “see tit to print.” Already there are numerous examples of large media outlets 

suppressing opposing ideas. 

The American public has a right, and the government has an obligation, to a free press 

unencumbered by self serving agendas. I implore you to help preserve and protect the freedom 

and diversity of our press by continuing the broadcast owner protections. Please do this for the 

sake of our children and grandchildren, because they deserve no less than we have had. Thank 

you for your attention. 

Brian J. Imel 
25213 Berry Lane 
Veneta, OR 97487 
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Washington, 20554 
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r);smuution Center' 
Re: Make Your Voice Heard on Media Diversity Before It's Too Late! 

Commissioner Copps: 

I ani writing to remind the members of the Federal Communications Commission that yon are responsible for 
ensuring that the media "serve the public interest." I am concerned tbat if the FCC continues to relax reflations on 
media ownership, the victor will be big business-and the casualties will be the people of the U.S. 

The free flow of information, the benefits of local competition and the power of a diverse marketplace will virtnally 
diSappex. 

As a supporter of women's rights, I am concerned that the current media merger free-for-all threatens to rob us all of 
the independent voices, views and ideas that nourish a pluralistic, democratic society. 

The media are more than just a business; they bring information to people that affects their lives. We cannot have a 
healthy democracy, and women cannot pursue equal rights, if we are uninformed on the issues. The media have a 
responsibility to sewe the public interest and ensure that all voices are heard. It is your job to promote this. 

Please remember U.S. consumers and citizens when you review the remaining regulations. These regulations must 
be kept in place, and strengthened, not weakened. The media giants already control far too much of our precious 
infonuation resources. 

Sincerely, 

Carol Hayman 
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Comrmssioner Jonathan Adelstein 
445 12th Street SW 
Washmgton, 20554 

Re Make Your Voice Heard on Media Diversity Before It's Too Late1 

Commissioner Adelstein: 

1 am writing to remind the members of the Federal Communications Commission that you are responsible for 
ensuring that the media '"serve the public interest." I am concerned that if the FCC continues to relax regulations on 
media ownership, the victor will be big business--and the casualties will be the people of the US. 

The free flow of information, the benefits of local competition and the power of a diverse marketplace will virtually 
disappear. 

As a supporter of women's rights, I am concerned that the current media merger Free-for-all threatens to rob us all of 
the independent voices, views and ideas that nourish a pluralistic, democratic society. 

The media are more than just a business; they bring information to people that affects their lives. We cannot have a 
healthy democracy, and women cannot pursue equal rights, if we are uninformed on the issues. The media have a 
responsibility to serve the public interest and ensure that all voices are heard. It is your job to promote this. 

Please remember US. consumers and citizens when you review the remaining regulations. These regulations must 
be kept in place, and strengthened, not weakened. The media giants already control far ton much of our precious 
infomiation resources. 

Sincerely. 

Carol Hayman 



Carol Hayman 
1001 Eason St. 
Austin, TX 78703 
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MAY 2 1 2003 

Distrioution Center 

Commissioner Kevin Martin 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, 20554 

Re: Make Your Voice Heard on Media Diversity Before It’s Too Late! 

Commissioner Marun: 

I am writing to remind the members of the Federal Communications Commission that you are responsible for 
ensuring that the media “serve the public interest.“ I am concerned that if the FCC continues to relax regulations on 
media ownership, the victor will be big business--and the casualties will be the people of the U.S. 

The free flow of information, the benefits of local competition and the power of a diverse marketplace will virtually 
disappear. 

As a supporter of women‘s rights, I am concerned that the current media merger free-for-all threatens to rob us all of 
the independent voices, views and ideas that nourish a pluralistic, democratic society. 

The media are more than just a business; they bring information to people that affects their lives. We cannot have a 
healthy democracy, and women cannot pursue equal rights, if we are uninformed on the issues. The media have a 
responsibility to serve the public interest and ensure that all voices are heard. It is your job to promote this. 

Please remember U.S. consumers and citizens when you review the remaining regulations. These regulations must 
be kept in place, and strengthened, not weakened. The media giants already control far too much of our precious 
information resources. 

Sincerely, 

Carol Hayman 



Carol Hayman 
1001 Eason SI. 
Austin, TX 78703 

May 13,2003 

Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, 20554 
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MAY 2 I 2003 

Distribution Center 

Re: Make Your Voice Heard on Media Diversity Before It's Too Late! 

Commissioner Abemathy : 

1 am writing to remind the members of the Federal Communications Commission that you are responsible for 
ensuring that the media "serve the public interest." I am concerned that ifthe FCC continues to relax regulations on 
media ownership, the victor will be big business--and the casualties will be the people of the U S .  

The free flow of information, the benefits of local competition and the power of a diverse marketplace will \.irtually 
disappear. 

As a supporter of women's rights, I am concerned that the current media merger free-for-all threatens to rob us all of 
the independent voices, views and ideas that nourish a pluralistic, democratic society. 

The media are more than just a business; they bring information to p p l e  that sects  their lives. We cannot have a 
healthy democracy, and women cannot pursue equal rights, if we are uninformed on the issues. The media have a 
responsibility to serve the public interest and ensure that all voices are heard. It is your job to promote this. 

Please remember U.S. consumers and citizens when yon review the remaining regulations. These regulations must 
be kept in place, and strengthened, not weakened. The media giants already control far too much of our precious 
information resources. 

Sincerely, 

Carol Hayman 



May 13,2003 

The Honorable Kathleen Q. Abernathy 
Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

.on firmed 
2 l 2003 

u1bu loution Center 

Dear Ms. Abernathy: 

I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect 
American citizens from media monopolies. 

These proposed changes would prepare the way for the large media 
conglomerates to gain too much control of radio and TV news and 
information in communities across our nation. And many of the 
media corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these 
ownership rules already have a known track record in attempting to 
keep opposing viewpoints off the air. I personally saw this happen 
several years ago. NPR radio took Cal Thomas off the air because 
his conservative views did not align with NPR Radio views. NPR 
actually said this on the air when we tuned in to hear Mr. Thomas. 

We deserve to hear more than one point of view on important issues. 
Therefore, I urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections 
that have helped to ensure a healthy debate in our country. 

' Richard Duda 
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The Honorable Kevin J. Martin 
Commissioner MAY 2 I 2003 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dlstributron Genter 

Dear Mr. Martin: 

I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect 
American citizens from media monopolies. 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media 
conglomerates to gain near-total control of radio and television news 
and information in communities across our nation. Many of the 
corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership 
rules already have a known track record in attempting to keep 
opposing viewpoints off the air. 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on 
important issues. Therefore, for the sake of our democracy and our 
freedom, I urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections 
that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy political debate in 
our country. 

Sincerely, 



FROM: Harry Fischer 
979 Eugene 
Oxford, MI 48371 2. i 2003 

Dim, ,.,u..L)I I Genter 

1 understand that there are some proposed changes now that would relax the 
broadcast ownership rules that give us protection from monopolies. I am 
against changing these rules and for keeping the rules that protect us from 
near-total control of radio and television conglomerates. These changes 
would keep opposing viewpoints off the air and prevent us from hearing 
more than one point of view on issues. 
ownership protections that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy 
political debate in our country. 

I urge you to continue the broadcast 

Thank you 



TO: Michael Powell 

FROM: Harry Fischer 
979 Eugene 
Oxford, MI 48371 

I I 

I understand that there are some proposed changes now that would relax the 
broadcast ownership rules that give us protection from monopolies. I am 
against changing these rules and for keeping the rules that protect us from 
near-total control of radio and television conglomerates. These changes 
would keep opposing viewpoints off the air and prevent us from hearing 
more than one point of view on issues. 
ownership protections that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy 
political debate in our country. 

I urge you to continue the broadcast 

Thank you 

Harry @dher 
May 14; 2003 
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ROB€RT L. VAUGCl 

2080 Collier Avenue 
Fort Myers, FL 33901 

(239) 936-9393 530 Main Street (863) 902-921 1 
(239) 936-9231 - Fax 

May 14,2003 

LaBelle, FL 33935 
863-615-11 I9 

The Honorable Kevin J. Martin 
Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Street, sw 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Mr. Martin: 

I urge you 
monopolies. 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near-total control 
of radio and television news and information in communities across our nation. And many of the 
corporations that are ow lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules already have a h o w n  track 
record in attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the air. 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important issues. Therefore, 
for the sake of our democracy and or freedom, I urge you to continue the broadcast ownership 
protections that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy political debate in our country. 

to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens from media 

Sincerely, 



The Honorable Kathleen Q Abernathy 
Commissioner 
Federal Commumcations Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

May 9,2003 

Dear Ms. Abernathy, 

I am writing you today to express my concern over the possibility of the FCC relaxing the rules of 
ownership for broadcast entities. I believe it would be a mistake to relax the current rules that prohibit 
huge media corporations from setting up monopolies that could control the democratic flow of free 
information and freedom of speech that is so important to our nation. Many of these corporations that 
are currently knocking at your door, pushing you to make these changes have demonstrated their desire 
to do just that. They seek total control over what is said on issues that are of critical importance to the 
American people. In a democracy, no one should have such control. The American people deserve to 
have open forums for the free exchange of information and ideas, and not outlets that are controled by 
the few, who seek to impose their own personal agendas, be they left, right or middle of the road. 

I urge you not to change the rules of ownership. They were established for good reasons and deserve to 
be upheld and reinforced, not reduced. Thank you for your time and service. 

Sincerely, 

Michael F. Nickerson 



Csnf i r r n d  

Distn,,..-. MAY 2 I I O U 3  

445 12th Street SW 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

James R Moser 
10103 Northeast Ave., #21 
Philadelphia, PA 191 16 

MAY '. ' tL, j Re: Make Your Voice Heard on Media Diversity Before It's Too Late! 

Disri .._. . . , ~ .  .u..9 

Dear Commissioncr Martin: 

I am writing to remind the members of the Federal Communications Commission that you are responsible for 
ensuring that the media "serve the public interest." I am concerned that ifthe FCC continues to relax. regulations on 
medii ownership. the victor will be big business-and the casualties will he the people of the U.S. 

The free flow of information, the benefits of local competition and the power of a diverse marketplace will virtually 
disappear. 

As a supporter of women's rights: cnvironmental protection; consumcr rights; hnman rights: 
lesbian/gayhisedtransgender rights: open democracy: and freedom of the press. I am concerned that the current 
media merger threatens to rob us all of the independent voices, views and ideas that sustain a pluralistic, democratic 
society. 

The media are more than just an industry. They bring information to people that affects their lives. They construct 
worldview. for they are windows onto the world. We cannot have a healthy democracy. and women cannot pursue 
equal rights, and we cannot defend our environment and our civil, consumer and human rights, if we are uninformed 
on the issues. The media have a responsibility to serve the public interest and ensure that all voices are heard. It is 
your job to promote this. 

Media consolidation and conglomeration run counter to differentiated discourse that fosters open and critical minds 
which in turn can stand up for democracy. Your defense of media diversity is critical to this process! 

Please, remember US. consnmers and citizens when you review the remaining regulations. These regulations must 
be kept in place, and strengthencd, not weakened. The media giants already control far too much of OUT precious 
information resources. 

Sincerely, 

James R. Moser 



MAY 2 0 2003 

FCC-b" 
FCC Chairman Michacl Powcll 
445 12th Street. SW 
Washington, 20554 

James R. Moser 
10103 Northeast Ave., #21 
Philadelphia, PA 19116 

May 13.2003 

MAY 2 i 2003 

Distrluutw, i b.ttnter Re: Make Your Voice Heard on Media Diversity Before It's Too Late! 

Dcar Chairman Powcll: 

I am writing to you today to remind the members of the Federal Communications Commission that you are 
responsible for ensuring that the media "serve the public interest." I am concerned that if the FCC continues to relax 
regulations on media ownership, the victor will be big business--and the casualties will be the people of the US.  

The free flow of information, the benefits of local competition and the power of a diverse marketplace will virtually 
disappear. 

As a supporter of women's rights; environmental protection; consumcr rights; human rights; 
lesbian/gay/bisexual/transgender rights; open democracy; and freedom of the press, I am concerned that the current 
mcdia merger thrcatens to rob us all of the independcnt voices, views and ideas that sustain a pluralistic, dcmocratic 
society 

The media are more than just an industry. They bring information to people that affects their lives. They construct 
worldview, for they are windows onto the world. We cannot have a healthy democracy. and women cannot pursue 
equal rights, and we cannot defend our environment and ow civil, consumer and human rights, if we are uninformed 
on the issues. The media have a responsibility to serve the public interest and ensure that all voices are heard. It is 
your job to promote this. 

Media consolidation and conglomeration run counter to differentiated discourse that fosters open and critical minds 
which in tnrn can stand up for democracy. Your defense of media diversity is critical to this process! 

Please. remember U.S. consumers and citizens when you review the remaining regulations. These regulations must 
be kept in place, and strengthened, not weakened. The media giants already control far too much of our precious 
information rcsources. 

Sincerely, 

- 
James R. Moser 



I love my country as it was in years past; we were a fair trade country. Now 
it seems that the more money and clout you have the more favors our 
politicians give to the big money people. Yes I mean the lobbyists and the 
big corporations. 

I have been made aware of a huge change in our airwaves is coming without 
much public information about it. Big corporations, for instance Clear 
Channel, are purchasing our airwaves, our information is being made very 
biased toward the corporation’s agenda and what they want the public to 
hear about. Our airwaves belong to the public for informational purposes 
and there should be unbiased news for the public. The public should be 
informed fairly with all the news not just selected items. 

The Federal Communications Commission should limit how much airwave 
space any person, corporation or entity each can purchase or own. 

Judith Bronson Fisher 



Federal Communications Commission 
445 12* Street S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

Kathleen Q. Abemathy, Commissioner 

I love my country as it was in years past; we were a fair trade country. Now 
it seems that the more money and clout you have the more favors our 
politicians give to the big money people. Yes I mean the lobbyists and the 
big corporations. 

I have been made aware of a huge change in our airwaves is coming without 
much public information about it. Big corporations, for instance Clear 
Channel, are purchasing our airwaves, our information is being made very 
biased toward the corporation’s agenda and what they want the public to 
hear about. Our airwaves belong to the public for informational purposes 
and there should be unbiased news for the public. The public should be 
informed fairly with all the news not just selected items. 

The Federal Communications Commission should limit how much airwave 
space any person, corporation or entity each can purchase or own. 
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Federal Communications Commission 
445 1 2 ~  Street S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

Michael J. Copps, Commissioner 

I love my country as it was in years past; we were a fair trade country. Now 
it seems that the more money and clout you have the more favors our 
politicians give to the big money people. Yes I mean the lobbyists and the 
big corporations. 

I have been made aware of a huge change in our airwaves is coming without 
much public information about it. Big corporations, for instance Clear 
Channel, are purchasing our airwaves, our information is being made very 
biased toward the corporation’s agenda and what they want the public to 
hear about. Our airwaves belong to the public for informational purposes 
and there should be unbiased news for the public. The public should be 
informed fairly with all the news not just selected items. 

The Federal Communications Commission should limit how much airwave 
space any person, corporation or entity each can purchase or own. 

Juhith Bronson Fisher 



MAY 2 1 2003 Federal Communications Commission 
445 12"' Street S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

L.-...--.~-I Center 

Kevin J. Martin, Commissioner 

I love my country as it was in years past; we were a fair trade country. Now 
it seems that the more money and clout you have the more favors our 
politicians give to the big money people. Yes I mean the lobbyists and the 
big corporations. 

1 have been made aware of a huge change in our airwaves is coming without 
much public information about it. Big corporations, for instance Clear 
Channel, are purchasing our airwaves, our information is being made very 
biased toward the corporation's agenda and what they want the public to 
hear about. Our airwaves belong to the public for informational purposes 
and there should be unbiased news for the public. The public should be 
informed fairly with all the news not just selected items. 

The Federal Communications Commission should limit how much airwave 
space any person, corporation or entity each can purchase or own. 

Judith Bronson Fisher 



Federal Communications Commission 
445 12* Street S.W. 
Washmgton, DC 20554 

Jonathan S. Adelstein, Commissioner 
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I love my country as it was in years past; we were a fair trade country. Now 
it seems that the more money and clout you have the more favors our 
politicians give to the big money people. Yes I mean the lobbyists and the 
big corporations. 

I have been made aware of a huge change in our airwaves is coming without 
much public information about it. Big corporations, for instance Clear 
Channel, are purchasing our airwaves, our information is being made very 
biased toward the corporation's agenda and what they want the public to 
hear about. Our airwaves belong to the public for informational purposes 
and there should be unbiased news for the public. The public should be 
informed fairly with all the news not just selected items. 

The Federal Communications Commission should limit how much airwave 
space any person, corporation or entity each can purchase or own. 

J h t h  Bronson Fisher 


